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FROM THE EDITOR
My first contribution since taking over the
editorial keyboard from Mike: it is a daunting
task because, as I look back over recent
editions it reminds me what an amazing
effort Mike has made for our small but
perfectly-formed club. His is a hard act to
follow but I’ll just do my best to keep the
standards high.
The Christmas Lunch was a milestone
because it was our 10th anniversary but also
because we were able to coerce Mike and
Ros all the way from the South of France in
order to receive a little presentation. (You will
be reading elsewhere progress-reports of
their emigration last Autumn.)
I apologise for repeating here pretty much
what I said at the Christmas Lunch - Mike’s
founding of the Ronart Drivers’ Club has
been a remarkable achievement. Of course he
could not have done this without the
support of other famous names (especially
Ros) but it
has been
Mike’s
leadership
over the past
10 years
which has
established
the RDC,
which
hopefully will
last as long as
there are
Ronarts on
the roads. Of
course he was
inspired by an
unique car the W152 but Mike has
proved himself to be the epitome of the
October - December 2002

Great British Sports Car Enthusiast.
I am sure we were all pretty shell-shocked by
the announcement of the Kanters’ semiretirement to France, and worried about the
future of the RDC in those circumstances.
However, we shall not lose contact (as long as
he forks out the annual membership fee!) as
the tours will probably veer rather towards
France! There is a proposal that one of next
year’s trips may be to the Lot Valley in
September, taking in the Kanter pad, so
watch this space.
This year’s prize for initiative, as well as the
usual prize for star-quality, goes to Freddie
Trodd. He conceived, proposed, and built with
great skill, a superb model as a memento for
Mike. Entitled “The Gravel Trap”, it is pictured
here. Freddie finished off our celebration with
a rendition of his Quasimodo joke.

We all wish Mike and Ros great happiness
and success in their retirement venture.
I have not included the “minutes” of the
AGM this year simply for reasons of space we have so much interesting copy covering
this year’s events that I feel we should publish
all of that while it is still current.
Please keep this copy coming - a) it makes
my editorial task so much easier, and b) it is
so much more interesting for our members
to read, whether they were there or not.
All the organisation of the AGM, accommodation and Christmas Lunch was carried out,
as usual, by Benjamin Weitzmann and, really, a
special vote of thanks should go to him for
doing all this. One can only imagine how
much time and effort it must have taken, and
his effectiveness is revealed by the sheer lack
of evidence - everything went so smoothly.
I have noticed with mixed feelings that
several cars have left their homeland for
foreign climes this last year. If you count

Mike’s car as an export, no less than 5 cars
have left the UK and we have two new
members from Germany, Frank Sommerer
and Gerhard Imalski who are looking for a
car to buy.
Member Claude Thiry purchased Alick
Parker’s car, Jürgen Bremer has purchased
Peter Downes’ fine car, David Wheeler’s car
has gone to a good home chez Jean-Paul
Gouzin, and my first W152 has gone to a
museum in Sweden (more on that next issue,
when we will be hard-up for material).
In a way this is good news because we will
make new European friends, but it is a shame
that there do not seem to be many buyers in
the UK. Maybe people are not quite as flush
as the authorities would have us believe, or
else maybe it is political correctness which is
gradually squashing us eccentric enthusiasts I hope not!
If you do sell your car, could I request that
you please encourage the new owner to join

“The Gravel Trap”
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Peter Tonks looks a little unsteady after a sunny session at Spa.
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the Club? Even if he isn’t a “club-type” there
is so much to gain from the experiences of
others. In any event we keep a register of
every car (as far as we can) so we would
appreciate knowing where it ends up and, if
you wouldn’t mind, knowing how much is
paid for the car because this enables us to
advise sellers and purchasers the “going rate”.
Despite being deprived of a W152 for most
of the year (my red VFM13K went abroad in
May) it has still been a memorable year. We
didn’t do any exhibitions this year as a Club,
but we do seem to have been very active
with active events, such as thriving Noggin &
Natters in the Midlands and the South, and
several track days (thanks to Tony Legon). I
did get one ride in a W152 - my first ever in
a V12 - thanks to Chris Bellhouse, and a ride
in the factory prototype Lightning.

On that subject, Peter Atherton brought his
new Lightning to the Xmas Lunch and
proved such an affable chap that he was
immediately elected to be our Lightning coordinator (this has nothing to do with the
fact that he has promised me a ride in his
car).
The saddest event of the year was the tragic
death of our Midlands organiser Peter
Downes. I met Peter only once but he, and
his car, made a very favourable impression on
me. There is feedback from this later in this
issue, but the good news is that Carolyn is
determined to continue to organise the
Midlands Noggins & Natters, so Peter will
remain in our minds long into the future.

had all the characteristics of a Ronart tour adventure, dreadful weather, accidents,
misadventure, breakdowns, challenge, unfriendly aliens - all destined to bring out the
best of our pioneering spirit (easily said when
I was not there to contribute!).

the weather didn’t bother us so we got in 9
laps of the Ring and 10 laps of Spa as boldly
as I have ever driven. The Merc became
renowned for making a lot of noise, but out
of its alarm rather than out of its exhausts.

Ulrich
Klausmann’s
V8

The Corsica trip was truly memorable - not
for all the right reasons - and you will read
more about it in this issue. I do feel that it
However, the pinnacle of the year was surely
the Nurburgring trip. Dining, boozing,
conviviality, dreadful weather, and blasts on
Europe’s two best tracks makes this tour go
down in history. Even though I was condemned to tag along in my old Merc
convertible

Finally, the departure of the Kanters marks
the end of an era for the Ronart Drivers’
Club, so let us reiterate our best wishes to
the Kanter family for their exciting future,
and let’s, the rest of us, make sure the Club
continues to flourish.

Wolfgang
Düll’s S6

Some new mechanics (Pete Tonks and George Cruickshank) fix Tony’s speedo cable.
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“WOGER THE WILD WONART WONDER BOY”

Mike’s Official Missive

Third Instalment

'Ya French Connection'

13th July

by Mike & Ros Kanter

Picked up new exhaust silencer
box. Looks very nice and shiny.
Spent day and best part of the
evening fitting it to my original
system. Only shame was it was too
late to start her up and test.
2nd August
Bunked off work early to get
started on preparing Ronart for
Nuremberg trip. Fitted new accelerator cable. Old one a little
frayed. Would hate to have to stop
and change the cable whilst out
driving with the lads through
Belgium. But if it does go, I hope it’s
outside a nice little restaurant with
a cute waitress and a hungry dog.
Also checked the usual; everything
seems fine. Getting quite excited
now, Got everything organised and
ready to go.
Tomorrow must do something with
the old silencer, at least move it
from its position at this moment.
Wachel tripped over it whilst going
to the freezer. That’s twice she
has stubbed her toe on it.

Still might be some room in the
garden shed just under the garden
furniture.
7th September
It’s all gone a bit slow now; end of
summer I suppose. Got news of one
last trip to Goodwood on the 30th.
Track day, said I would take Wachel
as she has a helmet and let her
have a drive. (Heaven help).
Got fed up trying to explain difference between Ronart and her
Fiesta. She drove Ronart today and
she loved it. Great to have her on
my side, and love the Ronart as
much as I do. Bad side she now
wants to trade in the Fiesta and
get a little sporty number.

Still could be fun!! How much are ETypes?

In the meantime we continue to work on
the campsite buildings/barns. We now have
an undercover parking and workshop area,
also we have at least completely refitted the
cellar underneath the house and made it
useable.

13th August
Back from Germany. What a great
trip. I had the best time with great
company. Some of the lads had a
few problems but my Ronart got
there and back without dilemma.

Thank goodness for the magnificent
hospitality of the other Brits and Dutch in
the area, where parties have abounded over
Xmas and the New Year. This is to say
nothing of the fabulous French food and
wine we continue to enjoy for as little as
£7 for a 5 course meal.

17th August
Spent the day trying to find a
home for the old silencer. Wachel
threatened to bounce it off the
top of my head. She gets so upset
over the slightest things sometimes.
October - December 2002

We moved permanently to SW France in
early October assisted by Henry and Jane
Weitzmann and another friend, had to be a
Ronart owner of course 'cos of driving the
W152 down. Then after staying for four
weeks in a 'gite' on top of the Southern tip
of the Massif Central we finally completed
on our French property 20 mins away and
moved in. We say moved in but actually we
are 'camping in' at present, waiting for
completion of the installation of our
mobile home. We planned all along to live
in the mobile home whilst the house was
being knocked about. Problem is the local
officials discovered us installing our own
septic tank (no mains drainage at the
village) and decided that they wanted us to
follow EU directives and seek planning
permission. So now we wait with the
knowledge that the builder is expecting to
start in a week or so time and without us
in the house.

George driving at Spa with rather more
restraint than Tony would have!

Humps & Pipes
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Mitsubishi L200 truck legally imported and
issued with French plates at a cost of £200.
The Ronart will stay on English plates (kind
of legal) but we have French insurance and
at about the same price as in the UK 'cos
they took one look at the 1965 reg and
decided it was a historic vehicle. Things are
certainly different over here, you need tons
of paperwork to register a vehicle in your
name and they charge you for change of
ownership. I bought a motorcycle and it
cost £60 just to re-register it.

Our son James battles away at his French
school/college where he is not surprisingly
the only non-French-speaking kid in his
year, difficult to make friends or understand
what the hell is going on from hour to
hour, but the teachers are really helpful to
us parents and put themselves out. James’s
impression seems to be that the schools are
poorer but the attitudes of both the pupils
and teachers are much better than those in
the UK.

Just when we thought French bureaucracy
was about to finally wear us down we
managed to have our German LHD

One highlight worth mentioning was a trip
over to Annecy to meet up with member
Jacques Grandjean for his 50th birthday
party, mind you it was 8 hour journey each
way (boy this is a big country) but the
scenery was fantastic all the way. We were
able to also renew acquaintances with some
of the French classic enthusiasts we met on
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CLUB TOUR REPORTS
the club's Corsica trip that had come with
Jacques and his smashing wife Christiane.
So what's the downside to enjoying better
food, wine, weather, no traffic jams at all, no
parking restrictions and beautiful scenery,
well it has to be the lack of our speaking
the language, especially when you have
bought a business like we have done. All of
sudden mail takes on a new challenge, was
that junk mail or an important letter? Did
we really understand the implication of
those endless meetings with officials? One
thing is for certain we all receive too much
information, it's called information overload
and this is our excuse for turning the
other cheek occasionally and ignoring it.
Finally we would like to say a big than you
to all our Ronart friends who helped make
the last 10 years a success for the club. Ros
and I really enjoyed seeing so many members again when we attended the excellent
2002 Xmas lunch. We were absolutely
thrilled to receive the incredible 'Gravel

Trap' gift as made by dear Freddie Trodd, on
behalf of the club. It takes pride of place in
our French farmhouse and is already
proving a great topic of conversation with
the locals! Of course if any intrepid Ronart
traveler is planning to head our direction in
the future we would be delighted to see
you. Bring you tent, stay in our caravan or
mobile home or in one of the many local
gites or hotels.
All the best for 2003
Mike & Ros Kanter
Camping du Ruisseau du Treil, Larnagol,
46160 CAJARC Le Lot France
T: 00 33 (0) 5 65 31 23 39
F: 00 33 (0) 5 65 21 99 70
Email: mkanter@emsgroup.com
Près de plusieurs des plus beaux sites des
vallées du Lot et Cele, - offrir deux piscines,
bar, magazin, snack, BBQ et jardins d'enfants
.

Inscription is - THE GRAVEL TRAP - PRESENTED TO MIKE AND ROS KANTER
TO SAY ‘THANK YOU’ FOR BEING IN OUR RONART LIVES. FOUNDERS OF
THE RONART DRIVERS CLUB.
October - December 2002
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Alarums & Excursions – The Corsica Tour
By Barrie Cannon
As a follow-up to the article in the last issue
of “Humps & Pipes” about the Club’s Corsica
trip in June, I thought the attached photo
appropriate and, in hindsight, a bit of a
premonition as it shows the holiday’s two
biggest victims parked together outside the
Dover Hilton where we met up prior to
catching the ferry. On the left is Mike
Kanter’s 3.8 (with new paint job) the engine
of which he managed to damage by
thrashing it on the way down. As stated in
the last issue, Mike’s No.2 piston was
damaged due to overheating. The photo
shows him trying to work out the reason for
the large amount of black smoke being
produced. Only about six hours later my 4.2
(on the right) was to spin off the road only
about 30 miles from Calais.

England. As I recall only Jacques Grandjean
from France got away problem-free.
My accident details may be of interest to
other members, so here goes:–
After a very sociable late lunch at Ardres,
near Calais, with perhaps more wine than I
should have, we all left for Lille to catch the
overnight car-train to Nice. It was a glorious
sunny day (May 31st) and everyone’s spirits
were high and being in a convoy of half-adozen Ronarts is an exhilarating experience.
A green W152 in front of me overtook one
of our support vehicles (the Jag XJS driven
by Claire Campbell) and a French lorry at
one go. I then felt under some pressure to
keep up the pace and attempted to do
likewise. On pulling out, the road appeared
straight and clear to the horizon, so I went
for it. What I was unaware of was a deep dip
in the road and, when halfway past the two

These were the first of a catalogue of
disasters that were to continue throughout
the holiday, and affect every W152 from

vehicles, a car just rose up from the ground
in front of me – totally unforeseen.
Instinctively I hurled my W152 right, and
luckily got between the lorry and our Jag
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CLUB TOUR REPORTS (Cont.)
giving poor Claire the fright of her life – she
did exceedingly well to miss me.. However, I
started broadsiding. In this brief moment as I
fought to straighten-up, the car coming
toward me must have shot past – an
extremely near-miss. Unfortunately I overcompensated and now my car started
broadsiding the other way and I proceeded
to drift sideways across the road. Luckily no
other vehicles were coming but I skidded
almost backwards across the end of a ditch
(which rammed my offside front wheel) and
across a wide gravel-covered field entrance. A
huge cloud of dust went up and the rest of
our party were convinced my car had rolled
and that I and friend Steve were injured or
killed. It was a miraculous escape – neither of
us had a scratch whereas the accident could
have involved 4 vehicles and at least 6 people.
My car was the only victim and didn’t look
too bad at first. I then found that I could
only steer on left lock and all the front
panels didn’t line up any more. The cockpit
and engine bay were full of thick dust and
gravel – it got everywhere.
Tony Legon came up and tried to help but
there was nothing he could do. I explained
that I had RAC Europe-Cover to Tony’s relief
because he and the rest of the group were
pressed for getting to Lille in time for the
overnight car-train. So there we were, alone in
a foreign field, my pride and joy (which I’d
spent weeks getting in top order and
polishing) wrecked only hours after leaving
England. I was sick at heart as you can
imagine , saying “Why me?” etc. The rest of
the group later said that rather than being
the “unluckiest bugger” on earth, it was a
miracle that nobody was hurt and no other
vehicle were hit. My car also stood up to it
pretty well. If I hadn’t caught the ditch-edge I
might well have got away undamaged
October - December 2002

considering that I’d spun off at around 60
mph and, had I hit the car in the dip, the
combined speed of impact would have been
around 130 mph head-on.
The RAC service was excellent: they arranged
collection of my car within 20 minutes. It
was taken to a safe indoor garage who were
also able to hire us a very economical
Renault Clio 1.5 diesel (no charge to us) and,
by driving 850 miles through the night, we
were able to catch up with the others at
Nice, and had our holiday after all.
In spite of everyone getting on very well, carwise the trip was jinxed: every Ronart had
some trouble. A varied mix of problems,
mostly electrical, meant that every day time
was spent by the roadside. I would like to say,
on behalf of the entire party, a huge “thankyou” to Tony Legon who not only covered
every possible contingency in his backup
vehicles, including a folding “A”-frame for
towing, but was able eventually to diagnose,
and fix, every fault.
So we kept going in spite of every perverse
problem thrown at us. It wasn’t much of a
holiday for him, but without his efforts we
wouldn’t have got through it all and still had
a good time. Credit where it is due:- Tony
Legon is a star and a gentleman! Even Peter
& Wendy Jordan who appeared to have
escaped the jinx got a puncture in Nice on
the way to the car-train home AND in a
traffic jam. Having stumbled on a back-street
garage able to fix it they thought they’d got
off lightly until, back in Lille, Peter went to
put his big windscreen back on (after
aeroscreens in Corsica) only to find he’d
packed it badly behind his seat and broken
the glasss. Never a dull moment with a
Ronart!

Humps & Pipes

This holiday was the most jinxed I have ever
been on but the group were great and we
had a good time in spite of it all. Corsica is a
very beautiful island with much variety in
scenery. The coastal scenery of red sandstone
around Porto was stunning and a lot of the
interior is impenetrable rock and scrub. Porto
for me was the nicest place we saw. It is a
pretty town in a narrow cove. A river
separates the town and rocky inlet from a
wider bay, as does a small fort at the mouth
of the river. There was a storm there one
night and after a good meal together some
of us watched the sea pounding into the
small inlet around the fort before turning in.
A memorable place.
As for my car, the chassis is a little out of
line and will need pulling back. Both engine
mounts were bent, now straightened and
strengthened. One new steering arm and a
new steering rack were needed. Also the
wheel that took the impact of the ditch edge
is now distorted
and will need
replacing. The nosecone was cheaper
to repair than
replace and all this
is in the hands of a
local specialist – a
perfectionist
mechanic who is
also a fibreglass
expert. The bonnet
was OK but minor
repairs were needed
to one mudguard
support and the
bottom edges of
the side panels and
cockpit were

scuffed, so a lot of respraying will have to be
done to the nose and sides. Luckily it was
covered by insurance as it will add up to
about £3000. The repairer is doing it
between other jobs, so I still haven’t got it
back yet after 6 months, but it should be as
good as new for next Summer.
The three lessons to learn from this are:1.

Don’t drink too much “holiday
spirit” if driving a car as powerful as
a W152.

2.

Don’t feel pressurised to keep up
when in convoy.

3.

Always take out “Europ-Cover” if
taking your car abroad. They took
care of everything including getting
the car home and providing a hire
car.

Happy Driving to you all in 2003 and may
you have better luck than we had in Corsica.

Mike’s fine new paint job was ready for Corsica but never enjoyed there.
This picture was taken later at the Bentley DC Silverstone meeting.
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My First Ronart Trip - by Pippa Lyons aged 13
August 2002 Nurburgring: I was told I was
coming on this trip 2 months earlier. I had
no choice; it was a punishment. I was a bit
worried as the only other Ronart owner I
knew was Henry and I thought they might
all be like him. On Wednesday evening I
packed and cleaned the car as my chore. The
following morning I had to wake Dad up
really early, as we had to be at Dover for
10:30am. On the way down we didn’t get wet
from the rain, just from the car in front
washing its windscreen. On the ship I was
sent to get the group together, as half of
them went to the wrong bar. When we were
all together we planned the route and
groups, which I thought was boring so I
went onto the deck. Afterwards the ship
docked at Calais and I was amazed at all the
cars together in one place. (Although they
drove and parked in the wrong colour order;
it should have been: silver, silver, green, silver,
silver, green.)
The group stopped for lunch, but by the
time we ate it was high-tea as the clocks had
gone forward an hour. It wasn’t very
interesting until we got to Namur where it
was really pretty driving through the valley
beside the river Meuse. We stayed at a
brilliant hotel which had a swimming pool (I
was in there for two and a half hours).
Unfortunately we only stayed there for one
night.
On Friday morning we began our journey to
the Nurburgring in Germany. Luckily Tony
Legon broke down right outside a nice little
restaurant. After lunch everyone drove to
our hotel near Nurburg, which took a long
time so I fell asleep with boredom!
Unfortunately Mike Kanter got us lost and
so got stuck in a rainstorm and we got
extremely WET. I didn’t like the hotel much
October - December 2002

as it didn’t have a swimming pool. The meal
that evening included a frozen, plum birthday
cake for Julian Mansfield’s 16th birthday.
The next morning we were met by the
German Ronarts who showed us the way to
the track. We went round twice and on the
second time we overtook a Cobra on the
carrousel with Dad’s reckless driving!
Afterwards we all went to watch the
professionals on the other circuit but the
noise was too much for me and I got a
headache. That Saturday afternoon half the
group went to Adenau for coffee and to
watch the other mad drivers using the big
circuit where a motorcycle crashed badly in
front of my eyes which put me off

The ‘Ring - Steve Trodd
Put together 20 kilometres of super-fine
tarmac, 65 bends, endless short straights,
blind ridges and almost no run off before
hitting concrete or Armco barriers. Build it
in the middle of the German countryside,
throw away the speed limit, open it to the
public and for £6 a lap they can bring
anything from their 911 Porsches to their
camper vans and what have you got?
The Nurburgring classic racing circuit and
the Ronart boys were coming!!!!!!!!!
Moss, Hawthorn, Fangio. Trodd, Mansfield,
Kanter, Legon, Weitzman, Lyons, Small and
Bellhouse. Not all of these names echo
immortal in the shadows of the longest and
most famous tracks of its day. But we have all
negotiated its bends, gone flat out down the
straights and had a bloody great time
8th August

motorcycles for life. The meal that evening
was very funny as Freddy told a lot of jokes.
On Sunday morning we were shown, by the
German, another place to watch the big
circuit. I took a wonderful action photograph
of Graham cornering at speed in his
Mercedes. Since it was raining, a small group
went back to the cafe at Adenau to have
lunch where the cafe hardly had any food left.
At dinner a special birthday cake was
brought out for Henry’s 50th birthday whish
surprised me as I thought he was older. I
went to bed early as a few of us had to travel
all the way back to Calais.
I really enjoyed this holiday (except for the
rain) as I was with funny but mad people, and
I never knew so many existed.

Humps & Pipes
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The weather was looking grim as we opened
the throttles on the trip to the first stay over
point in Belgium. Once
again it’s such a pleasure
to drive through France
and into Belgium the
roads are clear, fast and
very little traffic to stand
in your way. Sheer
enjoyment.
The Hotel in Namur
(Belgium) was very
welcome and well needed
after a fairly hard day’s
drive. Showers were taken,
and after beers in the bar,
Mike Kanter decided he
would try to break the
world record for the number of grown men
who could travel to a Chinese restaurant in a
Page-14

XJS Cabriolet. Well we got six there and back
without bloodshed and without getting
nicked. Although we think some damage to
the underneath of the car was done when
Mike tried to drive over a kerb instead of
around it.
9th August
Up early, top up the fuel, check the oil and
off we go on the final stretch to Germany. A
rather lengthy lunch stop and a broken
throttle cable delayed our arrival at the Hotel
Rieder in Nurburgring. So as luck would have
it the weather got its untimely revenge. The
big news on the TV showed extreme rain in
Germany, and we drove straight into it. I have
never driven in rain like this in a saloon car,
let alone in a Ronart. The effect of this was
made worse when the front boys got lost
and we drove around like a bunch of mad
English tourists in open top sports cars with
umbrellas. But as always we all got there safe
although very, very wet.

This storm must have looked even more
impressive from behind an aeroscreen as we
drove into it..
Humps & Pipes

October - December 2002

CLUB TOUR REPORTS
The hotel was superb, quite small with local
charm. Also it had a restaurant that would be
the envy of any establishment. So much so,
that no one wanted to search the local
district for anywhere better.

Ronart Club Expedition – the epitome of fun
George Cruickshank

10th August
The weather was looking up as we ate
breakfast. A trip to the track was first on the
agenda, and after a short drive we were there.
It seemed so relaxed. A large car park where
bonnets were up and dipsticks waved about
like foils at dawn.
The process is ever so simple - you go to a
ticket dispenser, insert your Euros and out
comes your pass to drive history. Drive up to
a barrier, insert your ticket and off you go.
The track is every driver’s dream, fast and
long. The bends have to be entered right and
your exit has to be good. The width of the
track does not allow for too much error there is almost no run-off before concrete or
Armco stops you very quickly. I negotiated
dozens of bends and on the final straight got
the beast up to 118 MPH.

around the modern Grand-Prix Circuit.
Evenings were spent enjoying fine food and
wine.
The trip home was much as the journey
there - fast and adventurous. There was even a
short stop to do a couple of laps at the Spa
Grand Prix track to take in as an extra treat
But for me the trip around Nurburgring was
the highlight of a great weekend. A weekend
full of fun, camaraderie and time spent with
great friends.
Cannot wait till the next one. Where’re we off
to then?

Unfortunately the
weather put paid to
my doing any
further laps, I
regard myself as a
good driver - but
on a race track, in
the rain in Dad’s
Ronart, No Way!!!!!!
The next couple of
days were spent
watching the Old
Timer Grand-Prix.
Great cars of
history being
driven in earnest
October - December 2002

Graham drifting a bit from the perfect line!
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It is often difficult to bring a group of
people from various walks of life and ages
together, yet that is just what the Ronart
club successfully does. Of course, finding
common interests such as good food or a
particularly nice drink (Red wine anyone?)
helps, but as we co-drivers soon found out,
one of the key elements of discussion at
any time was the weather. I for one never
knew there could be such a variety of rain
drops!
Everyone will have their own memories and
stories to tell, so I will just bring to mind
my highlights of the trip. Firstly, individual
people make their own impact and the
longer I spent with you all, the better it
got. Then there was the real pleasure of
driving in a team (navigational errors aside)
of cars, open to what ever the elements
could throw at you.
And then, there was the driving itself. For
those true enthusiasts, this must be the
prime reason for owning a Ronart and
certainly for me, the drive around the old
Nurburg ring circuit will not be one I will
easily forget.
So, just to help set the scene and help you
align your recollections with mine, can you
remember the change in exhaust note as
you exited the cones and put your foot to
the floor as you got onto the main
straight? The drive up to the first right
hand bend does not really provide you
with an inkling of what the track might
have in store for you, but by about the 5th
or 6th corner, you begin to realise that this
is a real adventure. The fact that you are
blind when entering or leaving the apex of
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a good many corners provides a real
glimpse into the unique nature of this
track, aided by the lightness you can feel
when the car crests another one of the
many rises. Did you hear the grinding
noise of metal on the special concrete
banking set into not just one, but two
special corners? And was the rumble of
tyres on the edging strips accompanied by
the occasional squeal from the tyres, or
was that the owner/passenger? And to top
all of this off, do you recall that wonderful
fruity, rich bellow from the exhaust note,
when tickling (not shoving) the throttle to
the floor? If you own one, of course you
do!!!
Few trips offer so much and manage to
deliver more! Our final day at the Spa
Grand Prix circuit was really the icing on
the cake for me. It might have rained
during my stint. I might even have heard
Tony say “steady George” on several
occasions, but it was still seriously good
fun and a very fitting end to a magic trip.
So, how do you summarise a great event?
In fact the answer is in a question: how do
you start writing a piece for the Ronart
Club newsletter without bringing a smile
to your face? You can’t, which really sums
up the whole trip!!!
(George is an old friend of Tony Legon - is
Tony remonstrating with him or with us?)
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THE KANTER EMIGRATION

Ronart Observations by Graham’s Driver
Peter Tonks.
When the phone rang and I was initially
invited, I accepted, with mixed feelings, your
invitation to join the Ronart Expedition to
Nurburgring, as I felt that my experience of
high speed driving would be minimal
compared with such an august company of
Ronart drivers.
The initial meeting at Dover was welcoming
and I was soon at ease as Freddy began
discussing his problems from the night
before and how he and Steve had ‘burnt the
midnight oil’ to resolve them and this put me
in mind of rallying, trialling and preparation
for events.
What a sight it was as the skein of Ronarts
wove their way down through northern
France and Belgium and the memory of
those exhausts - the growl of acceleration of
straight sixes and vee twelves reverberating
from buildings and walls. Heads turned and
people were fascinated by the cars. Wherever
we stopped attention of the locals focussed
on these sleek, growling machines.
But (and my English Master always said,
‘Never start a sentence with “but”) my
opinion changed regarding the Ronart
Drivers’ Club as we progressed towards our
destination. It seemed that at about 20 mile
intervals (exaggerated) we stopped for either
coffee, lunch or a snack. So much so, that I
have a suggestion for a new nomenclature
for the Club - how’s about “The Ronart
Diners’ Club” - it puts a whole new slant on
Meals on Wheels!

Nurburgring. Nordschleife was something
else! What a circuit. Taxing, exhilarating, at
times frightening, always more to learn - an
experience beggaring belief. Stimulating in the
dry but, when wet, taxing and extremely
exciting. From this you may understand that
I enjoyed it.
The return trip and stay in Namur was
equally enjoyable and our Chinese meal was
something to remember (anyone for more
crispy duck!!).
Arrival at Spa and being allowed to drive
the Grand Prix circuit was - well, what can
one say - awe inspiring? Again it was wet,
but what a fantastic circuit. Hanging onto
a video camera, trying to film Ronarts out
there “doing their stuff”, was not the easiest
of tasks especially with Graham “going for
broke”! I hope that the results finally make
their way, via the Web-Master, onto the
Ronart website where I am sure they will
make valuable publicity.
In conclusion, warm memories of a group of
guys out there enjoying themselves and
some memorable moments behind the wheel.
Still not sure if Ronart Drivers’ or Diners’
Club should be the correct nomenclature but
maybe next time it could be clarified.
Well, when’s the next one?
(Pete is Graham Hallett’s brother-in-law, here
pictured as passenger to Chris Bellhouse)
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Here’s some background on our move
chaps - as it seems some may have not
received it some weeks ago when we were
changing email servers at work. After a
health scare from my doctor which started
last November, we started in March this
year to look for a retirement home/
business in southern France (to gain the
benefit of better weather and better quality
of living). My problem was high blood
pressure which was finally put down to
work related stress, probably all the waiting
around at airports I had to do with my job.
We secured a property in that we signed
the documentation and paid the 10%
deposit in line with the French property
system, last April . We agreed a long
completion time/date, which has to be
specified in the French system (it is quite
different to the English system). Then we
just had to wait for our house to sell so we
had the money to complete in France. Our
target date was September. After finding a
buyer (fellow member of the JEC who
wanted my large garage) the chain soon
completed so I resigned my job and we
finally moved on Oct 7, travelling down
with 4 cars and 9 animals; we should now
complete on the new property 19th
October.
So what have we bought, where is it etc?
We wanted to go about 100 miles back
from Nice in Higher Provence but we also
decided after our camper van holiday last
year there that it would be nice, as we still
need to earn a little money and keep busy,

Smoked salmon, scrambled eggs, fresh
strawberries - Hotel Rieder’s breakfast - set
us up for watching Old Timer Grand Prix or
even, and more importantly, driving the
October - December 2002

I hope Mike and Ros will not disapprove of
my publishing the following email pretty
much verbatim, because many of our
members will not have had the capability of
receiving these progress-report emails and
yet I’m sure everyone will be very interested.
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to run a camping site. This would give us
the outdoor life we wanted, as well as
giving us six months of the year off AND
relatively little work involving bed making,
house cleaning, etc compared to B&B/
Gites. We saw some fantastic bargain hotels
but decided that they were bargains
because they did not make money and were
a lot of very hard work.

Finally we came across this 150 year old
large (290m2) farmhouse with 10 acres of
beautiful grounds. It’s in the Lot (46),
inland, in the Midi Pyrenees, about 1 hour
by road north of Toulouse. The administration capital is Cahors and we are about 40
kms miles east near a sleepy old town
called Cajarc, at a ‘village’ called Larnagol.
The surrounding scenery is fantastic (part
of the largest natural park in Europe, the
Massif Centrale) very rugged and the wide
Humps & Pipes
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THE KANTER EMIGRATION (cont.)
river Lot runs just about 100 yards from
the house; we have a small tributary (brook)
of the river running though the grounds,
which has cut a valley into which we fit.
The house could do with some
modernisation, the current people who live
there have not bothered. When finished it
should have 4/5 bedrooms (could even be
6 at a pinch), to have ALL the work done

would cost about €80k we estimate. We
plan to put a large mobile home (not a
caravan but a cottage style holiday home)
on the grounds and live in it for the first
year whilst the work is being done, probably by both us and some local artisans we
have found. Then we will let out the mobile
home and possibly put more on the site.
The site has been certified by the authorities for 4 star camping/caravan/motor
homes which is about as high as you can
get, so most of the prestigious reference
books will include it free of charge. It is
approved for 49 pitches on about half the
land and offers an under cover fully
licensed bar, a small cafe, shop, office, games
area, rifle range (which will go!) and large
work shop (for classic cars of course). In
addition there is a small stone built barn
that is used for BBQs, 2 swimming pools, a
caravan, children’s playground and two
October - December 2002

THE KANTER EMIGRATION (cont.)
sanitary blocks for the ‘guests’. It comes
fully equipped with a tractor and all the
accessories, very large lawn mowing
machines and all the cookers, freezers,
fridges, grills, ping pong tables, compressor,
tables and chairs, fire extinguishers, microwave and washing machines, you need to
run the business. The rest of the land is
grazing/arable which will be used for my
wife’s (Ros) horse, her desire to grow
vegetables and our son’s (James) archery
practice (Oh yes it includes some serious
archery equipment as well). The site is
beautifully sectioned off by either low
stone walls or hedges and is full of well
placed, carefully selected trees, some fruit
and nut bearing.

house.

Update

One has to understand the implications of
French (and act upon them BEFORE
moving) - Bank accounts, Wills and inheritance

Hi - After spending 4 glorious weeks in a small
cottage on the top of the Massif Centrale, with
no telephone, radio or TV we finally gained
access to our property. Then it took 2.5 weeks
to persuade France Telecom to let us have
telephone lines. We have found some builders
who are now busy concreting the floors of the
barns and putting up external doors, then we
can unload some of our stuff out of the trailers
into them. Ros and I are assisting them with
manual labour, that tends to be the way things
are done round here so you can keep an eye on
them.

laws, Taxation issues, Property transactions,
Medical cover, Pensions, Vehicle registration (non
officially imported cars and motorbikes are a real
problem ) Schooling, Animal passports and
inoculations, etc

Then there are goods to be sold off that we
do not want to take with us (4 cars,
furniture, endless car boot sales and visits

The surrounding areas offer pastimes such
as fishing, canoeing, cycling, caving, climbing, walking, pleasure boats, eating and
drinking in very old hill-top towns. I am
even advised that there are some dreaded
theme parks somewhere or other.
We are hoping to attract some car enthusiasts and will use all my automobilia as a
theme for the bar/cafe, as well as making
workshop facilities available.
Ros and I were very busy preparing for the
move for many weeks before we left and
the newsletter suffered accordingly. My
goodness it’s worse than just moving
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to the local charity shop).
Such is the diversity of what we are taking that
recently I purchased an old Iceland Trailer and a
old Royal Mail Trailer (as in LONG VEHICLES )
which we could load our stuff into, have them
dragged down through France then store it at
the grounds with our stuff in, as we are not
planning to move into the house until it’s been
done up somewhat.

Page-20

We have found a surveyor who has helped us
replan the house and the building work is due
to start in January. For now we have been
camping out on the floor and have not bought
in any of our furniture. Our mobile home finally
arrived a couple of weeks ago so I am now
putting in the services; fresh water and sewage
have to be run to it half a meter under ground
because it go down to -15 in the winter. Electric
cable has to be all outside grade of course. You
should see the huge equipment we have to use
to dig this lot in, especially the septic tank. It
took 2.5 hours just to move the mobile home
(which we will live in whilst the house is being
torn apart) off the land of the people that we
bought it from, 7 hours to transport to here,
then a further 4 hours to move into one of our
fields which necessitated taking down several
trees and a dry stone wall - all good fun and
great way to entertain friends.
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Forthcoming Events Calendar

The Leslie & Peter Downes

Please do let the Editor know well in advance of any events which are worth listing here.If you
are planning to go to a Car Show and are willing to organise a few other Ronarts into turning
up, please call Benjamin Weitzmann for the loan of a Club banner or flagpole.

Following Peter’s funeral, which several
members attended, a lifeboat fund has been
set up. It is hoped that some members may
wish to contribute to this, in which case the
appropriate forms are on the following
pages.
A consensus of your “officials” have decided
that any remainder from the contributions of
the membership to the costs of Mike’s
presentation will be donated to this fund.

Feb 9 Sunday
Feb 27 Thursday
March 20th Thursday
March 15/16 Sat/Sun
April 5/6
April 10th Thursday
May 4/5
May/June
May 15 Thursday
June 2/3
June 3 Monday
June 7/8
June 14/15
June 15 Sun
June 19 Thursday
June 29 Sun
July 10 Thursday
July 11-13
Aug 8-10
Aug 14 Thursday
Aug 16 Sat
Aug 17/18
Aug 30 Sat
September
Sept 5-7
Sept 13/14
Sept 13/14
Sept 25 Thursday
Oct 23 Thursday
Nov 15/16
Dec 6/7

Jaguar Spares Day Farnham Maltings
JEC Track Day at Mallory Park
Southern Noggin & Natter - The Sun at Dunsfold
London Classic Motor Show Alexandra Palace
European Kit Car Show, Detling, Kent
Southern Noggin & Natter - The Sportsman, Lower Kingswood
National Kit Car Show, Stoneleigh
Trip to Brittany? David Small investigating. TBA
Southern Noggin & Natter - Black Horse Pub, Chorleywood
Harrogate Festival of Motoring
Classic & Sportscar Clubs Show, Braintree, Essex
British Sportscar Festival, Brooklands
Le Mans
E-Type Day Prescott
Southern Noggin & Natter - Ashtead Forest
Bromley Pageant of Motoring
Southern Noggin & Natter - Richmond
Goodwood Festival of Speed
Nurburgring OldTimer Grand Prix
Southern Noggin & Natter - Hampton Court
Beaulieu JDC Rally
Malvern Sportscars Festival
Castle Combe Classic & Sportscar Action Day 01249 782417
Trip to South of France? TBA
Goodwood Revival
National Kit & Performance Car Show, Donington
Beaulieu AutoJumble
Southern Noggin & Natter - Guildford area
Southern Noggin & Natter - The Sun at Dunsfold
NEC Intnl Classic Motor Show - Club Stand hopefully
AGM & Club Xmas Lunch provisionally @ Oxford again?

KEY:

Main Event

Local Event

General Interest

Here’s an early event for any hardy souls - Initiating the 2003 Touring season, the Motoring Heritage
Sports Tour, on 15th February 2003, visits significant motorsport and heritage venues, connected by roads
selected for their driving appeal. Enjoying the experience of the touring route, you arrive at the event Control
Points for refreshments. Starters from Brooklands can view a private track day at Goodwood Circuit, and
Entrants from Jaguar's Heritage Centre soak up the charm and character of The Compleat Angler in Marlow.
You then motor down to the "Birthplace of British Motorsport", Brooklands, and take to the airfield track for a
minimum of 10 laps, later returning there to form the grid of the 5 lap Feature Parade, interspersed with the
other attractions of the "Motorsport Weekend". To find out more about this event visit the events section at
www.gtorganisation.com or email us at Bentleyboyrwm@aol.com, or call 01685 886434.
October - December 2002
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Mike: - Just wanted to say how much I
appreciate the flowers which arrived
yesterday from the Ronart Owners Club.
They are beautiful. Thank you so much.
I've sent details of Peter's Thanksgiving
Service to Simon Sutton. The Vicar is having
bollards left outside the Church where
Ronarts can be parked...always assuming it
is convenient for any of the chaps to come
along.
Thanks again for your kindness.
Best regards, Carolyn.

Again, from Carolyn Downes ––“On a
personal note, I have much appreciated the
many kind words of sympathy and support I
have received following Peter’s sudden death
in a diving incident in August. The flowers
from the Club were beautiful – thank you.
The Church was packed for Peter’s
Thanksgiving Service. I was so pleased to see
Ronarts parked outside, which had been
driven by Peter Colman and Julian Williams.
Julian’s son Ben came along too, as did
Arthur. I am grateful to them all for taking
time out of their busy schedules to be at the
service.
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It was following the loss of Peter that the
family decided to launch an appeal to raise
funds for a lifeboat, to be named the “Leslie
and Peter Downes” after both Peter and his
father. I have taken the liberty of enclosing a
copy of the letter which has been used, in
the event that there are members of the
Ronart Drivers’ Club who may wish to
contribute.
I do not know for how long I shall own
“Ronnie”, Peter’s Ronart for, as you know, I
have put it up for sale. I believe it should be
owned by someone who can drive it as it
should be driven. However, I would very
much wish to maintain my membership of
the Club an any event, certainly for the
foreseeable future, if this would still be
possible from the Club’s point of view. Whilst
Peter held the role of West Midlands
Organiser, I have assumed some of his role,
and would be happy to continue to act as
the co-ordinator here in the West Midlands.
The “Noggin & Natter” has been wellsupported throughout 2002 and we are
destined to continue to meet, monthly in the
Summer months, and less frequently in the
Winter. Not only has it proved to be a useful
forum for exchanging Ronart-related
technical information, but has given Midland
Ronarters an opportunity to get to know
each other better too.
I send my apologies for non-attendance at
the AGM and Christmas Lunch and my kind
regards to you all, together with every good
wish for Christmas and 2003.”
[Carolyn – at the AGM everyone was
delighted to hear that you would like to
continue as Midland Organiser and you were
voted in unanimously. – Ed.]
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MEMBERS’ NEWS

MEMBERS’ NEWS
Latest on the Lifeboat Appeal and the
Midland Regional meetings -

Carolyn Downes Hi Graham! - Many thanks for your
message. The minute's silence was a very
moving gesture.
Thanks, too, for kindly indicating you'll be
mentioning the lifeboat appeal in the next
magazine.
The December N&N was attended by 11
Midlanders - a brilliant turn out! They
comprised John Ellis, Peter Jordan, Julian
and Ben Williams, Simon and Margaret
Sutton, Peter and Anne Colman, Gren
Campbell and Amber et moi!
Geoffrey Evans had sent his apologies as he
was holidaying over the winter in a warmer
climate. I'll be sending out a note about the
next meeting towards the end of January.
We've decided to retain the Bear at Berkwell
as our venue. It has some character and the
food is varied and of good quality.
I understand Barry Grimley has advised you
that Peter's Ronart has now been sold and
will shortly be heading out to Germany to
roar along the autobahn. I did appreciate all
your help getting it featured on the website
etc.
With every good wish to you and your
family for Christmas and the new year,
Kind regards, Carolyn.
Peter’s fine W152 was sold quite quickly via
our website to Jürgen Bremer from Stuttgart
in Germany, though it is probably still in the
UK having its gearbox and overdrive rebuilt
or exchanged by Brian Ball.

Peter Atherton –

Dennis Baker –

John Ellis -

“I somehow felt right at home from the
start as everyone was so warm and friendly
but I was sorry to hear all the problems
you guys have had with your W152s and
felt guilty (not smug) that I haven’t really
had any problems with the Lightning.”

was spotted and photographed (not by us) at
Stoneleigh last Spring with his much
modified V12.

John took delivery of his Stage 1 & 2 kits
in the Autumn and, after a big snag
whereby he had to dismantle and re-erect
his garage, his build is now well under way.

Peter and his car were quite the stars of
the Christmas Lunch. Everyone (even
Henry) professed themselves impressed by
this pre-production Lightning, and if Peter’s
level of satisfaction can be put into production the omens for this Great British
Sportscar may be good.
I am delighted to report that Peter was
proposed for and accepted the role of Club
Lightning Co-ordinator at the AGM. Let us
hope our membership will start growing
again as more Lightnings are produced – but
don’t imagine for a moment that we will
succumb to modernity and creaturecomforts and drop our Club aeroscreen
logo!
Roger Threlfall –
“I was in hospital early in the year (nothing
serious, just no driving!) and so the only dry
spells for Ronarting have been abroad,
Unfortunately on one of its first runs in June
I caught a drain gulley on the bottom of the
overdrive unit, cracked the casing, lost
gearbox oil and caused all sorts of problems.
All fixed now though, but of course it has
rained all Autumn.”
Hopefully we’ll see more of Roger during
2003.

Alick Parker –

David Wheeler –

has sold his W152 to Claude Thiry in
Belgium.

has sold his W152 to Jean Paul Gouzin in
France.
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We’d appreciate a report on all that John, if
you have time?
New Members –
Steve Beresford I have seen Steve’s V12 chassis, now the
centre of attention on the W152 ramp at
the factory, with alloy bits all around it.
Apparently there are more complications
with alloy bodywork, but Jethro is now
assigned to W152 work and he is an
impressive engineer, so we can expect a
superb product when this car is finished in
2003.
Graham Hallett I am delighted to report that my V12 has
now returned home after its 9 months at
Peterborough, so now I have to get down
to wiring, plumbing, trimming etc., in the
hope of being on the road early Summer.
Arthur and Jethro have done an excellent
job - everything they promised was done
beautifully, and at the promised price. It
took a little while but was worth the wait!
You will find me singing the praises of RCL
for quite a while!

It’s great to be able to welcome some new
members after a period of little growth
(because no new cars!). I plan to find out
some interesting facts about these guys and
publish in future issues, but please, anybody,
whether I have met you or not, please call or
write or email me with any news and views
of you or your cars. It all adds spice to
Humps & Pipes.
Jean Paul Gouzin from Damery near Rheims;
Jürgen Bremer from Stuttgart; Frank
Sommerer & Gerhard Imalski from near
Stuttgart - in fact, if my map-reading is
correct, all our German members live near
the Swiss border which should surely guide
us towards a future alpine tour?
Chris Logue is now a member to entitle him
and Ailsa to join us legally at the Southern
Area N&Ns and other trips. Actually we
would always have welcomed them, but it is
good to be able to boost the membership
numbers.

In the next issue I shall not be able to resist
some pictures of my build-up, PLUS some
of the Lightning chassis (if Arthur approves) because the quality of its engineering deserves to be seen, by us, if not the
wider public.
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Postscript
Excerpts from some of the many letters and
contributions from our membership – these
are just the “quotable quotes” but thank you
to everyone who has contributed to Freddie’s
wonderful “Thank-You” to Mike & Ros.

Peter Moore – Thank you for your letter
showing the work that Freddie Trodd has
carried out so far on the model Ronart for
Mike’s gift. I cannot think of a more
appropriate gift. Freddie must be a very
talented man. I was involved with the modelmaking industry for many years and know
how much effort and ability goes into
making a model of this kind.
Scott Sykes – From the picture of Mike’s
well-deserved gift, it looks as though it will
be a wonderful model; just tell Freddie to put
a little pool of oil under it for that final
touch of authenticity!
Chris Bellhouse – Looks like a project that
Freddie couldn’t resist! I am sure Mike will
love it.
Roger Threlfall – Mike really has been a
stalwart and the Club will sadly miss his
input.
Nick Sonley - Well done Freddie for his
innovative approach! Perhaps he ought to go
into production – the model looks
marvellous!

From postmaster@ronartdriversclub.org.uk
Hi Bruce - thank you for your response. I
hope you enjoyed browsing our website. Is
there any specific question I can answer for
you?
Hi Postmaster - Yes I did enjoy your
website. I am literally awe struck by the
exellence of the Lightning and have sent a
message to the factory saying so.
Best wishes. Bruce Foulds, Auckland, NZ.
Dear Club Secretary
My apologies for this unsolicited emailhowever, if I mention that
http://www.carsihaveknownandloved.co.uk>
is featured in Classic Car Mart perhaps you'll
read on!
A friend/colleague and I have started a car
enthusiasts' web site for motoring stories and
we hope that you may be 'taken' by what you
see and feel that the membership of your
society would benefit from at least knowing
about it; whether they join or not would be up
to them!
We hope that you like what you see.

Mike Kanter, Founder, and Ronart ‘Fellow’
T: +33 565 31 23 39
Simon Sutton, Membership Secretary
T: +44 (0)1773 856901 - email: simon@sutcottage.freeserve.co.uk
John Ellis, Treasurer
T: +44 (0)1299 832502 - email: jonellis@dircon.co.uk
Benjamin Weitzmann, Regalia and Exhibitions Co-ordinator
T: +44 (0)1923 779966; - email: henry@weitzmann.co.uk
Graham Hallett, Secretary, Webmaster & Newsletter Editor
T: +44 (0)1737 832686 - email: ghh@mail.com
Peter Langmaid, Ronart Register & Agony Uncle W152 Mk1 technical problems
T: +44 (0)208 - 868 – 5708; - email: peter.langmaid@fremantlemedia.com
David Mansfield, Agony Uncle Injection technical problems
T: +44 (0)1763 852115; - email: david.mansfield@reuters.com
Freddie Trodd, Agony Uncle W152 Mk2 technical problems
T: +44 (0)1483 224387
Tony Legon, Track Day Co-ordinator, Newsletter Print Production
T: +44 (0)1737 246201 - email: tony.legon@btinternet.com
Carolyn Downes, Midlands Regional Organiser
T: +44 (0)121 353 8947 - email: cdownes15@aol.com

Carolyn Downes – Well done Freddie on his
work to date! I’m sure the final product will
be quite magnificent. It is something that I
believe will be greatly appreciated by Mike,
and what a fine way to reflect the Club’s
thanks for all his hard work over the years.

Peter Atherton, Lightning Co-ordinator
T: +44 (0)1992 441752
Email Addresses!
Please send Graham Hallett an email and register your address with the
club; We are finding it an increasingly efficient way of keeping in touch
cheaply AND receiving quick feedback on issues with members.
After his major problems this year, Mike’s
engine is now looking very well.
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CLUB CONTACTS

Our website is viewed from all over the world,
and it seems that the Club might still be of
some assistance to Ronart Cars Ltd.

Humps & Pipes

Page-27

Club Website - www.ronartdriversclub.com
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